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Because he let his personality over-ride his principles,
Starting, a few years before, to convert the sinners of
Florence, he had preached naked Christianity. When he
had smitten many souls to penitence, his converts (in the
manner of converts) leaned upon him, He allowed himself
to become a director. From director it naturally was but
a step to dictator: and there is the human error of Fra
Girolamo Savonarola. That is the point from which he
went astray. As dictator, he brought not peace but a sword
—privilege of not a human man. He ordained what the
world calls eccentricities; he became impatient of opinion,
of resistance, of control; his penitents were the Salvation
Army of the fifteenth century, making singular exhibitions
of frenetic benevolence. He had made himself, by perfectly
legal means, independent of his local Dominican superiors;
the Archbishop of the province had no jurisdiction over
him; he was subject only to the General of Dominicans and
to the Pope in Rome. He was absolutely sincere; he was a
fervent Catholic; of his bonafides there can be no doubt
whatever. He had no attraction of manner; his personal
aspect was vulgar, terrible, appalling. Yet there must have
been some charm in his teaching, for great and holy men
(eft all to follow him; Messer Alessandro Filipepi (detto
Botticelli) joined him. And now he claimed to be the
prophet of the Most High, prophesying of evils at the door.
•	*	V
Milan menaced the peace of Italy. By the assassination
of Duke Galeazzo Maria Sforza-Visconti in 1476, the
duchy passed to his infant son Duke Giangaleazzo; whose
widowed mother, the Duchess Bona of Savoja, ruled as
Regent. Four brothers of her dead husband conspired
against her; and in 1479, &e eldest, Don Ludovico Maria
Sforza-Visconti (detto II Moro), took possession of her
child and deprived her of the regency. Cardinal Ascanio
Maria, brother of II Moro, exerted himself in Rome to

